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(54) Electronic sourcing system and method 

(57) An electronic sourcing system includes a com- 
puter that maintains a catalog database of data includ- 
ing product information (such as product identification 
and descriptive information) relating to catalog items 
available from vendor product catalogs, and a means 
for building (generating) a requisition including at least 
one requisitioned item. Information at least partially 
identifying an item desired to be requisitioned is entered 
by a user, and utilized by a means for searching the da- 
tabase for catalog items matching that information and 



for selecting at least one catalog item located as a result 
of the search. Text describing the catalog items, and im- 
ages of the items, may be viewed. Data identifying se- 
lected catalog items are communicated to the requisi- 
tion building means, which generates a requisition in- 
cluding entries for items corresponding to the selected 
catalog items. The system checks the availability in one 
or more inventory locations of the corresponding de- 
sired catalog items, and generates one or more pur- 
chase orders for desired items from inventory locations 
stocking the items. 




EP 0 697 669 A3 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



US 4 992 940 A (DWORKIN ROSS E) 12 
February 1991 

* column 1, lire 63 - column 2, line 56; 
figures 2A,2B,7 * 

US 5 319^542 A (KING JR JOHN E ET AL) 7 

N T ET AL) 20 
7, line 68; 



* column 5, line 4 
WO 90 11572 A (EPST! 



1,24 

1-27 



f-gures 1 ^ 1 *" 6 1 " ^ line 28; 

US 4 984^155 A (GEIER RAYMOND R ET AL) 8 

;S^^- column2 ' line25: 



2 



